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EDITORIAL 641 

be as Professor Michelson's determination of the length of a meter 
through the measurement of light-waves. Whatever way you 
look at it, there seems to the inquirer to be no gainsaying that 
"differences equally often noticed are equal, unless the differences 
are either always or never noticed." There is no getting away 
from this generalization. The establishment of a measurement of 
composition representing the rankings of several hundred carefully 
selected judgments is therefore a monumental and dignified 
achievement. 

To the casual and even careful observer, however, one all- 
important factor seems to be missing before the application of this 
standard of measurement to country-wide student composition can 
be made, and this is, just as there are certain to be variations in the 
independent judgment of compositions, there are certain to be 
variations between the applications of the Thorndike measure to 
the same pieces of written work. If " the several hundred carefully 
selected judges" can be subsidized by popular subscription and 
prevailed upon to read all the written work put out by the American 
school and college youth, the standardizing plan is sure to work 
perfectly, but otherwise at first, and even at second glance, we seem 
to be no better off than before in any practical way. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 

An account of the second annual meeting of the National 
Council of Teachers of English will appear in the January number 
of the English Journal together with several of the papers which 
were read. Other papers will follow in succeeding numbers. 
Besides this material, a number of articles of timely character 
and of the deepest interest are in hand or in preparation. Our 
friends will do well to make sure that no break in their sub- 
scription occurs. 



